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Program Overview

The mission of Temple-BNAI ITACS program is to provide Chinese professionals
who engage in the state audit, internal audit or certified public accountant audit with
internationally competitive courses. Gathering strength from Temple and BNAI, the
program facilitates students to stand out from the competition with the breadth of
knowledge about both information and auditing technology. Through about 2 years of
study, students sharpen their abilities and enhance their capacities to become an
excellent IT auditor or a cyber security professional. The program equips Chinese
students with critical thinking and analytical skills essential to succeed as IT audit
professionals in a global context and promises students a bright future. With the
assistance of cutting-edge teaching materials, cases and methods, courses are taught in
English by experienced Temple and BNAI faculty members as well as expert
practitioners in related fields. The program’s curriculum offers rich insights into the
IT auditing and cyber security discipline from an international perspective tuned to
the local environment, which enables the program to be a renowned international

ITACS program in China.

About Temple University

Temple University, founded in 1884, is a comprehensive public university based in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Temple is the 38th-largest university with about 38,000
students in the U.S. In the latest Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher
Education, Temple rose to “highest research activity,” or R1, placing it among the top
four percent of all four-year institutions in the nation. The friendship and cooperation
between Temple and China can be dated back to 1979, when Temple bestowed an
Honorary Doctorate of Laws upon the former Chinese leader, Deng Xiaoping. Temple
has long worked to form enduring bonds of cooperation with the Chinese government
and educational institutions. Since 1998, Temple Law School has cooperated with

Tsinghua Law School to deliver the Master of Laws program in China.
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About Fox School of Business

Established in 1918, the Fox School of Business is one of the premier business
schools in the greater Philadelphia region and among the largest business schools in
the world, retaining its ranking as No. 41 in the U.S. Fox has maintained the
accreditation by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB)
since 1934. Supported by Fox’s Management Information Systems department
renowned for its leading research worldwide, the ITACS program is one of the top
programs in the U.S. Fox endeavors to generate groundbreaking research into the
design and use of information technology by drawing on diverse theories, methods,

and approaches.

About Beijing National Accounting Institute

Founded on July 20™ 1998, Beijing National Accounting Institute (BNAI) is
approved by State Council of China, and supervised by the Ministry of Finance of
China. BNAI is a continuing accounting education and training base for the senior
administrative personnel from macroeconomic administration departments of the
government, large-scale state-owned enterprises, financial institutions and social
intermediary agencies across China. BNAI aims to be a leading and celebrated
institution for accounting professional education and research in China and worldwide.
Since 2002, BNAI has cooperated with Tsinghua University to offer graduate
education programs. BNAI presently offers graduate education programs, including
the Masters in Professional Accounting (MPAcc), the Masters in Auditing (MAud),
and the Masters in Taxation (MT). BNAI places emphasis on the research of auditing,
and contributes significantly to the training, research and development in this area. In
July 2013, BNAI established the Research Institute for Auditing and Risk
Management, focusing on the research into the cutting-edge problems of auditing
theory and practice. With 18 years of development, BNAI has gained considerable
experience in the continuing education for the senior administrative personnel from

the macroeconomic administration departments and master degree programs for
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graduates in accounting, auditing, taxation and finance.

Why ITACS?

Organizations rely on information systems to automate their processes, store their
trade secrets and accumulate a large amount of private data about their

customers. Along with substantial benefits, these systems bring risks. Has your data
been compromised? Is someone stealing your secrets? Are you in compliance with
government regulations? Can your organization continue to operate after a natural

disaster?

The role of an IT auditor is to assess, manage, and control the above risks. IT
auditors are responsible for analyzing organizational risks, communicating these
risks, and applying solutions that reduce organizational threats, promote
transparency and comply with regulations. IT auditors typically work on many

different kinds of projects and enjoy a reasonable work-life balance.

The role of a cyber security professional is to identify, analyze and address cyber
risks. Security professionals typically work to prevent intrusions, detect them when
they do occur and respond to them in such a way as to limit the business’

losses. Security professionals are currently in very high demand.

The Temple-BNAI ITACS program prepares students as either entry-level IT auditors
or security professionals. Our graduates will have the skills and knowledge needed to
pass the Information Systems Audit and Control Association’s (ISACA) Certified
Information System Auditor exam or the International Information Systems Security
Certification Consortium’s (ISC?) System Security Certified Professional (SSCP)

exam.


http://www.isaca.org/
http://www.isaca.org/Certification/CISA-Certified-Information-Systems-Auditor/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.isaca.org/Certification/CISA-Certified-Information-Systems-Auditor/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.isaca.org/Certification/CISA-Certified-Information-Systems-Auditor/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.isc2.org/aboutus/default.aspx
https://www.isc2.org/aboutus/default.aspx
https://www.isc2.org/aboutus/default.aspx
https://www.isc2.org/SSCP/Default.aspx
https://www.isc2.org/SSCP/Default.aspx
https://www.isc2.org/SSCP/Default.aspx
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Strengths of the Program

The Temple-BNAI ITACS program is the first Master of IT Auditing and Cyber
Security program in China, which is unprecedented in the development of related
courses regarding IT auditing and cyber security.

Graduates of the program will receive a master degree from a renowned
American university without studying abroad. The program has been approved by
the Ministry of Education of China.

The ITACS program is ISACA-aligned, counting as one year of experience
toward the CISA certification. The cutting-edge curriculum covers the main
content of the CISA exam.

Students benefit from access to Temple and BNAI’s world-class faculty as well as
support through individualized academic and career counsel. Students get the
same teaching materials as American students get in Temple.

It is unnecessary for applicants to participate in the National Postgraduate
Entrance Examination of China. Applicants could be admitted if they satisfy the

application requirements.

Degrees

Temple will award its Master of Science in Information Technology Auditing and

Cyber Security degree to students who complete the requirements.

Curriculum

The ITACS program has a total of 30 credit hours of study based on the curriculum

below. One credit hour is recognized as 12.5 hours and a 3-credit course translates

into 37.5 hours. All classes will be held at the premise of Beijing National

Accounting Institute. Courses will generally be offered over one weekend or two

weekends per month.

The curriculum includes 10 advanced courses. The course offerings are as follows:
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5202 IT Governance

In this course students learn how IT organizations are managed in a controlled
environment. Students learn how to create a control environment assure alignment to
corporate strategy, portfolio management, organizational structure, policies, resources

and risks. A number of tools, techniques, and frameworks are introduced.

5206 Protecting Information Assets
In this course students learn the importance of managing the information assets of the
organization including logical, physical and environmental security. Disaster recovery

and business continuity controls are also discussed.

5203 Implementing Systems Projects

Provides a broad and foundational understanding of how systems and infrastructure
projects are planned, developed, and implemented. Topics covered include feasibility
study and business case development, requirements, architecture and design,
development, acquisition, implementation, post-implementation, agile and traditional
methodologies, organizational maturity and processes. Associated controls during

systems development and acquisition is also discussed.

5205 IT Service Delivery and Support

Examines the controls needed to assure that an IT organization deliver on its value
proposition at a minimal risk. Learn about the challenges of providing a reliable and
secure service to the business. Topics include SLA’s, monitoring, change control,

incident management, etc.

5121 Enterprise Resource Planning Systems
Examines how ERP systems are used in corporations to execute standard business
processes and to collect accounting data. Emphasis is on how such systems are

controlled. Class examples and exercises use SAP.
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5287 Business Skills for the IT Auditor

In this course students hone a variety of business skills that are necessary to be
effective as an IT auditor. These skills include managerial communications and public
speaking skills, interviewing skills, negotiation and personal selling skills, business
writing, industrial psychology/behavioral science skills, project/time management and

team building skills.

5208 Data Analytics for the IT Auditor

Examines the emerging approach of continuous-audit. This approach relies heavily on
data analytics to examine datasets produced by audit and security controls (for
instance, network log files). Basic data analysis concepts are presented and then
applied to security or audit problems. Audit specific tools like ACL will be used in

addition to general tools like Excel.

5213 Security Architecture

Examines the methodology by which an organization aligns its business strategy with
its security operations. Both the current and desired future states of the business’
security efforts are described so that resources can be directed to the security efforts

most needed to support the business.

5201 IT Audit Process

This course introduces students to the essential concepts of IT auditing. Students will
learn standards and guidelines for performing an IT audit. Topics will include
concepts of internal controls. Students will learn to plan and manage an audit as well

has how to report on evidence collected during the audit.

5902 IT Auditing Capstone
In this course students are given the opportunity to demonstrate the capabilities they
have developed throughout the program. This course prepares students for the CISA

examinations and requires them to demonstrate an ability to research emerging IT
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assurance issues.

Admission Requirements

€ Degree requirement:

v/ Candidates should hold a bachelor’s degree awarded by an institution
recognized by the Chinese Ministry of Education.

v' The Master of IT Auditing and Cyber Security degree is conferred upon
students with a minimum 3.0 grade point average or by special exception. If
the grade point average is below 3.0, Temple and BNAI may consider
candidates demonstrating more than five years of management experience,
in the sole discretion of Temple and BNAI.

€ English Assessment:

TOEFL/IELTS will not be required if the undergraduate degree shows that the
language of instruction was in English. Other applicants must take an English
assessment exam. There are three options for this test:

v For applicants who take the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL),
a score of at least 88 (internet-based test), 575 (paper-based test), 230
(computer-based test) or 600 Institutional TOEFL is required for admission
consideration.

v For students who take the International English Language Testing System
(IELTS), a minimum band score of 6.5 is necessary for admission.

v Temple administers an English Assessment Exam (EAE) for purposes of this
program. The Temple EAE is based on the Michigan Test of English
Language Proficiency (MTELP) and its Listening Comprehension Test
(MELICET-L).

€ Interviews requirement:
Applicants should participate in the personal interviews with representatives of

Temple and BNAI conducted in English.
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Application Procedure

€ Applicants are encouraged to submit the Application Form to BNAI.

€ BNAI will review applications for completeness.

€ Applicants will be required to submit the following documents to Temple online:
v’ Official transcripts of undergraduate degree, in both Chinese and English

English assessment result

Professional statement, in English

DN NN

Resume, in English
v" Two letters of recommendation, in English

€ Applicants will participate in the personal interviews with representatives of
Temple and BNAI conducted in English.

€ Admissions decisions will be mailed to the applicant directly by Temple.

Financial Information

B Tuition and Expenses:

Tuition for the students entering the program in 2016: RMB 228,000

B Housing in Beijing:

The program will provide students with housing on the BNAI campus. Students are
responsible for all their living expenses.

B Visit in Philadelphia:

Students are responsible for all their living expenses for the visit in Philadelphia,

including transportation, room and board, and health insurance costs.

Contact us

Address:

Room 3105, International Program Center, Graduate Education Department, Beijing
National Accounting Institute

Telephone: 010-64505049 (Ms. Huang) / 010-64505036 (Mr. Zhang)

Email: itacs@mail.nai.edu.cn
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